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True Crime Australia Police & Courts

Extent of violence against emergency
workers revealed; Unions demand stronger
penalties to punish offenders
Frontline workers are getting attacked hundreds of times a year – and the unions representing
them are pushing for permanently stronger penalties, even after the pandemic.

Steve Rice Daniel Wills
April 27, 2020 - 9:54PM The Advertiser 50 comments
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No bail for idiots who assault frontline workers
Personal protective equipment boost for health workers

Paramedics threatened with a gun and police officers

sustaining broken bones are among hundreds of frontline

emergency services workers assaulted each year in South

Australia.

Almost 3700 have been attacked in the past 5½ years

while trying to save lives and protect the public.

Unions that represent frontline workers say more must be

done to stop and punish the “cowardly acts”.

Attorney-General Vickie Chapman this week will seek to

have bail automatically refused to offenders who assault

frontline workers, except in rare circumstances.

But she is facing pressure from the SA Police Association

to go further by making the changes permanent, rather

than just the coronavirus period.

The Opposition also wants stronger penalties for people

who claim to have COVID-19 and assault frontline

workers.

Ms Chapman said all protections implemented during the

pandemic would be reviewed once it passed and some

could be retained.

“The Government is focused on keeping South Australians

safe and stopping the spread of COVID-19, which is why

all measures, including other changes already law, are

temporary in nature,” she said.

Authorities have condemned assaults on emergency

services workers as unacceptable and deplorable, saying

they can affect the ability of crews to do their job and

leave lasting psychological trauma on victims.

Latest police figures show 49 people have been arrested

since a specific new law aimed at protecting emergency

services workers was introduced in October last year.

It ensures prison sentences of up to 15 years for anyone

who causes harm to, or assaults, a police officer,

ambulance officer, nurse or other emergency services

workers in the line of duty.

A Whyalla Stuart man, 35, was charged last Monday,

when police allege he turned to an officer, stated he had

“corona” and coughed in his face.

SA Police Association president Mark Carroll said he had

campaigned for tougher bail regulations well before the

coronavirus pandemic struck.

“Police officers, emergency services workers and frontline

health workers deserve these amendments permanently,

not just now,” Mr Carroll said.

Police Association of SA (PASA) president Mark Carroll with senior constables
Tash Smith and Paul Jelfs. Picture: AAP / Brenton Edwards

“In recent years, we’ve seen a general decline in respect

for law enforcement, emergency services and frontline

health workers.

“There should never be any tolerance for those who seek

to harm these workers, whether it is during a pandemic or

not.”

Mr Carroll said two officers each sustained a broken ankle

during violent attacks in unrelated incidents in February.

“Both were making arrests during separate domestic

disturbances. One of the offenders had two prior assaults

against other police officers,” Mr Carroll said.

SA Police has arrested almost 3000 people for assaulting

emergency services workers between 2014 and February

29 this year.

Attacks against emergency services from 2015 to 2020.

Police are still collating data on such assaults since the

start of the coronavirus crisis.

“Any assault against police officers is unacceptable and

will not be tolerated,” an SA Police spokesman said.

“The very nature of police work means frontline police

officers face dangers daily from incidents they attend and

encounters they may have.

“An assault may include intentionally causing human

biological material to come into contact with a victim or

threatening to do so.”

Police Minister Corey Wingard said emergency services

worked hard to protect the community and deserved the

same treatment.

“It’s deplorable to think that our frontline emergency

services workers and police are being attacked while

simply doing their job,” Mr Wingard said. “It’s up to the

courts to hand down these tougher punishments and I

encourage them to do so.”

SA Ambulance Service figures show officer assaults

dropped between 2015 and 2017, when 119 were

recorded, but spiked to 171 in 2018 and increased again

to 183 last year.

Assaults included deliberate bites, kicks and punches,

deliberate exposure to blood and bodily fluids, threatened

assault and verbal aggression.

In one incident, two paramedics were chased and

threatened with a gun by the relative of a patient. In

another, a group of men threatened to kill a paramedic

working on a patient.

SA Ambulance Employees Association senior industrial

officer Rob Leaney was “deeply concerned” about

increased assaults on officers “simply trying to do their

job”.

“Frontline ambos are being let down by a legal system

which, to date, seems incapable of imposing deterrents on

perpetrators of these cowardly acts of indiscriminate

violence,” he said.

“Ambos are focused on helping people in the community

and find themselves being physically attacked, threatened

or verbally abused often when their backs are turned.

Mr Leaney said all offenders – whether affected by drugs,

alcohol or mental health issues – must be held accountable

for their actions and the punishment needed to fit the

crime.

Mr Leaney said all offenders – whether affected by drugs, alcohol or mental
health issues – must be held accountable for their actions and the punishment
needed to fit the crime.

SA Ambulance Service chief executive David Place said it

was committed to preventing violence against officers

through its Keep Your Hands Off Our Ambos campaign.

“Violence and aggression can affect the ability of our staff

to do their jobs and often has a lasting impact,” he said.

Health Minister Stephen Wade said: “Our emergency

service workers are the backbone of our society and it’s

absolutely vital our laws protect frontline emergency

workers.

Opposition Leader Peter Malinauskas said he supported

sensible measures to crack down on people abusing

frontline workers, including Ms Chapman’s move to flip

the presumption of bail.

“But we strongly believe there is a need to go harder and

do more,” he said.

Labor has drafted proposed laws that would impose

penalties of up to 10 years in jail for anyone who has or

claims to be infected with coronavirus and assaults a

frontline worker.

Australian Nursing and Midwifery SA chief executive

Associate Professor Elizabeth Dabars said she was open to

exploring the possibility of a permanent change to bail

regulations. “Nurses, midwives, care workers … should

not be looking over their shoulder wondering if they might

be assaulted or abused on that day,” Prof Dabars said.

“We firmly believe a zero tolerance approach is the right

way to proceed.”
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Man fails to report crash,
claims cannabis was
‘laced’

A Port Lincoln father fled the
scene after crashing his car
before testing positive to a
roadside drug test.
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Asbestos stockpiler ‘lost
the plot’, bashed EPA
officer

Caught for the second time with
tonnes of illegally stored
asbestos, this waste removalist
went berserk and attacked
environmental officers. A judge
slammed his history of
“contempt and arrogance” for
the law.
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PARAMEDICS IN DANGER

1. A male paramedic driving a patient to hospital was threatened by
a male relative, who was sitting in the passenger seat. Once the
ambulance stopped, both the male paramedic and his female
colleague were chased and threatened with a gun by the relative.
The female paramedic sought refuge in a nearby house while the
male paramedic was assaulted and had to lock himself in the
ambulance to prevent further injury.

2. A solo male paramedic attending an elderly female patient with a
serious medical condition was confronted at the scene by a group of
men, who threatened to kill the paramedic if he could not save the
patient’s life.

3. A female paramedic was verbally abused by a patient and then
chased through the streets and threatened with a weapon, leaving
her in fear for her life.

* Source: SA Ambulance Employees Association
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