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SA Government pledge to add hundreds
more police to frontline services blows out
to 2020
A PLEDGE to add hundreds of extra police officers to frontline services by 2018 has blown out to
2020 and will cost an extra $16 million — as the Government abandons the recruitment of British
cops.

Erin Jones
July 11, 2016 - 12:04PM The Advertiser 0 comments

Police Minister Peter Malinauskas addressing media with Commissioner Grant Stevens at the Angas Street
Police Headquarters. Photo: Nick Clayton
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POLICE have cast grave doubt on the State Government’s

ability to ever deliver a promised increase of 313 extra

officers, after it again delayed the plans in the Budget.

The Government now plans to add the full complement of

313 extra officers by 2020, to be delivered with an

additional $16 million revealed in last week’s Budget.

The blowout was attributed to longer training programs

being needed for SA recruits, after the Government

abolished overseas recruitments for the jobs.

Police Association president Mark Carroll said Premier Jay

Weatherill must explain why his Government has reneged

on its promise multiple times to deliver the additional

police.

“The Government originally promised it would deliver the

extra officers, not by 2018, but four years earlier in 2014,

and then again by 2016,” Mr Carroll said.

“The association believes that Premier Weatherill’s track

record on this issue proves he can’t be trusted to deliver

this commitment to the SA community.”

The Government in 2010 pledged to strengthen the police

workforce by 2014.

Mr Weatherill restated the promise in the 2014 election,

extending the time frame to mid-2018 and contributed

$34 million towards the Recruit 313 strategy.

Mr Weatherill told the Advertiser the committment would

be maintained, “this is despite the fact we already have the

highest number of police per capita of any state”.

There are currently 127 jobs still outstanding of the 313

quota.

Police Minister Peter Malinauskas yesterday said the new

time frame of 2020 would be reached.

“The State Government commitment to recruit 313 staff

will be honoured and the reason why we’ve extended it is

to ensure we give South Australians every opportunity to

work in workforce,” Mr Malinauskas said.

“The police commissioner advised me we were on track to

achieve the recruitment target of 2018, but in order to

achieve the political timeline we would have had to recruit

overseas and interstate people.”

Police Commissioner Grant Stevens said additional time

was needed for a more extensive training process for

South Australians.

“To recruit locally means we’re recruiting people who

don’t have any experience in policing, which means they’ll

have to do a full 12 months (training program),” Mr

Stevens said.

“We found overseas recruiting very successful and our

attrition rate of those officers from the UK is relatively low,

but it’s not something we would chose to do if we don’t

have to.

“The reason we recruited overseas was for Government

commitment in relation to increasing size of service in

terms of frontline officers, to meet targets and time frames

that were set.”

Opposition police spokesman Dan van Holst Pellekaan

questioned community safety given police stations were

also now being closed or downgraded across the state.

“Coupled with station closures and downgrades, pushing

back the recruitment of 313 police officers until 2020 is

putting the South Australian community at risk,” Mr van

Holst Pellekaan said.

However, Mr Stevens said there were “adequate resources”

for the demand on police services and additional

recruiting would give police capacity to invest in new

initiatives.

Join the conversation (0 comments)

More related stories

SA News

Battle to save animals on
the brink at Outback
reserve

Conservationists are battling to
save animals at an Outback
reserve from the effects of the
worst drought in recent memory,
and have received a funding
boost to redouble their efforts.

11

North & North East

Country tradie to face
court over incomplete
work

A country tradesman will face the
Elizabeth Magistrates Court over
allegations he was not licenced
and refused to refund money to
clients.

Most commented

Council frustrates push to
remove ‘extremely
dangerous’ tree

111

UK COVID strain found in
Adelaide medi-hotel patient

98

’Disrespected’ SES volunteers
fear for safety on virus
frontline

74

How did SA’s Liberal pollies
score in 2020?

47

How did SA’s Labor pollies
score in 2020?

33

SPONSORED

HOW FARMERS WILL WEATHER THEHOW FARMERS WILL WEATHER THE
STORMSTORM

Advertisement

SPONSORED

Booth + Booth Real Estate

🌳 ☀

 // NEW RELEASE \\ 

☀ 🌳

http://propertyshowcase.com/32ParkTce
32 Park Terrace, Mount Barker
5 Beds | 3 Bath | 2 Car… See More

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

My Local SA National World Opinion Business Entertainment Lifestyle Sport

Hi, MAdelaide Today 11 °/ 21 °

Advertisement

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/digitalprinteditions
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/tributes/
https://www.plusrewards.com.au/theadvertiser/offers
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/
https://preferences.news.com.au/
https://preferences.news.com.au/#%23optout
https://preferences.news.com.au/cookies
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/more-information/terms-and-conditions
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/sa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020/news-story/ec52a09868050be99216495473787b08#top
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjsvN4FNisehbImVGVByC1CtbPMF84hLUY86SiDukvCwq6gwOy0IjDj-71v0WfKrAcZPwyfAZXnMVsEdxmuV5ZifZCDJ40So81xn2ksbmFnYIvysLWOH3Sl-EymVB20SxEZI53z1ftwznqeMre5J8RqrOLTRacGFyLlS4Z8BvWlgzYrEaOsr9CNp6xXOWOw7T5u1iMqVf2QU0UVNHeAqcRITaGczKnHzhcb5QMBMdM9Ap5X4A_kQdx4UKk884Awkz-HumHZMUHigkDy5SYKiaonMAAuiJ9w%2526sai%253DAMfl-YSg_Lx_hfYqWdFxum-lca7RXYqtFLOOo_LbtyTYvhyuyDKSqIK_r1TSzjWYmz3vTVHihAslVIhhnlWgX3x-7FioLb3JqKoe5idHQe87rJYqWuU9u14QKkY4jfdm7UHYhW66JVaMJD3bTamGbN3MqJrs%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzLdc5eFYsD5lEAE%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://www.foxtel.com.au/watch/gogglebox-australia.html%3Futm_source%3Dnewscorp%26utm_medium%3Dprogrammatic-textlink%26utm_campaign%3Ddec-20%26utm_term%3Dcampaign-1%26utm_content%3Dgogglebox
mailto:?subject=adelaidenow.com.au%20-%20&body=Hi%2C%0A%0AI%20found%20this%20article%20from%20adelaidenow.com.au%20that%20you%20might%20be%20interested%20in%3A%20%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Fsa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020%2Fnews-story%2Fec52a09868050be99216495473787b08
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=134459116574463&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Fsa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020%2Fnews-story%2Fec52a09868050be99216495473787b08&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Fsa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020%2Fnews-story%2Fec52a09868050be99216495473787b08
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=&via=thetiser&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Fsa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020%2Fnews-story%2Fec52a09868050be99216495473787b08
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/sa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020/news-story/ec52a09868050be99216495473787b08#
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/arid-recovery-battles-to-save-animals-on-the-brink-at-roxby-downs-outback-reserve-following-worst-drought-in-recent-memory/news-story/9e79db2bad89dea06bc281e7ffb423d0
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger/north-northeast/paskeville-tradesman-sean-joseph-nelson-of-asl-landscaping-specialist-in-elizabeth-magistrates-court-over-work-in-blakeview/news-story/460110df5f7fbff1d0877e5dc1530881
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger/north-northeast
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/norwood-residents-unite-to-demand-council-permits-the-removal-of-this-extremely-dangerous-sugar-gum-tree/news-story/c0ed8cb1e4adb5911f901e9bdb128dc8
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/coronavirus/uk-covid-strain-found-in-adelaide-medihotel-as-two-new-unrelated-cases-reported-in-sa/news-story/972a44e19007a2a04695aa1540131eed
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/coronavirus/ses-volunteers-association-fears-members-serving-as-frontline-fillins-without-proper-training/news-story/d4fd3158d88adda9cc351187c5d50dc1
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/scorecard-how-the-sa-government-did-in-2020/news-story/9eddd3d61d711bd0aa2d925416b95596
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/scorecard-how-the-sa-opposition-did-in-2020/news-story/cbb2bae83494134018c559fb176c5688
https://trc.taboola.com/newscorpau-aud-theadvertiser/log/3/click?pi=%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Fsa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020%2Fnews-story%2Fec52a09868050be99216495473787b08&ri=953a2d0e7c7129100e5eeb8a877e7483&sd=v2_83a7dc5110ffffb51913463cd43326e7_5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7_1609117527_1609121821_CAwQhfNHGIXnibnqLiA1KAEwEDiu_QZA84UQSMvC1wNQs5wCWABgAGjSz-LckeqCyXw&ui=5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7&it=video&ii=~~V1~~433599586331527263~~rYKlR7AZa444kcFyazN2M5q2HbpW11p-DNxalOPUXzAZDaMJce4jup1Fuc1iPZHBRMn_0S_e1214ALcf-kGSlPoew2qHyISbADwBJUzKmw6bqfbiC5U7nuJn7Tl_mgluCwTzTV41dJ5lHuy-qcl_oqSCFaW4Ur07zu-jBdA3c0-Wb5QR0SywD_b9D8P97TuvOGg5ydtuvnWFXjj-NLs0lNfqc5A5WX6Mbk6y69TUr38&pt=text&li=rbox-t2m&sig=5e16a8dce8053dd888269692f78f1171af0adeb936de&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fsponsored%2FMRf7GHXCSGU9FiTAXMpp%2Fhelping-farmers-weather-climate-change%2F&vi=1609121821573&p=ncanative-ibm&r=47&lti=deflated
https://trc.taboola.com/newscorpau-aud-theadvertiser/log/3/click?pi=%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Fsa-government-pledge-to-add-hundreds-more-police-to-frontline-services-blows-out-to-2020%2Fnews-story%2Fec52a09868050be99216495473787b08&ri=953a2d0e7c7129100e5eeb8a877e7483&sd=v2_83a7dc5110ffffb51913463cd43326e7_5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7_1609117527_1609121821_CAwQhfNHGIXnibnqLiA1KAEwEDiu_QZA84UQSMvC1wNQs5wCWABgAGjSz-LckeqCyXw&ui=5be8d019-fe2b-46d4-97b9-104f4cf3d1da-tuct6e2b4d7&it=video&ii=~~V1~~433599586331527263~~rYKlR7AZa444kcFyazN2M5q2HbpW11p-DNxalOPUXzAZDaMJce4jup1Fuc1iPZHBRMn_0S_e1214ALcf-kGSlPoew2qHyISbADwBJUzKmw6bqfbiC5U7nuJn7Tl_mgluCwTzTV41dJ5lHuy-qcl_oqSCFaW4Ur07zu-jBdA3c0-Wb5QR0SywD_b9D8P97TuvOGg5ydtuvnWFXjj-NLs0lNfqc5A5WX6Mbk6y69TUr38&pt=text&li=rbox-t2m&sig=5e16a8dce8053dd888269692f78f1171af0adeb936de&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fsponsored%2FMRf7GHXCSGU9FiTAXMpp%2Fhelping-farmers-weather-climate-change%2F&vi=1609121821573&p=ncanative-ibm&r=47&lti=deflated
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/national
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/world
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/business
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/entertainment
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/lifestyle
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/sport
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/

